
	

	

AIM Academy FAQ’s 
 

What is the new academy? 
The Canton City School District will start a new academy for the 2018-2019 school year.  
The new academy will be called The AIM Academy at Fairmount: Accelerating 
Innovative Minds.  The academy will be housed at Fairmount and encompass PK through 
grade 6, with additional grades being added in subsequent years up through grade 8.   
 
What will the calendar look like? 
A 45/15 balanced calendar model will be used.  This means there will be 45 days of 
instruction with a 15-day break called an intersession.  Intersessions will coincide with 
traditional breaks such as winter break and spring break.  There will be a longer summer 
break in July.  The number of instructional days would be the same as a traditional 
calendar. 
 
What will happen during intersessions? 
Enrichment and intervention opportunities will be provided to students during the 
intersessions.  Specific details will be provided once volunteer student population is 
identified. 
 
How will staff be chosen? 
As with any staff opening, current staff members will have the opportunity to apply and 
be selected to work in the balanced calendar school. 
 
Where will it be located? 
The AIM Academy will be located at Fairmount with transportation provided. 
 
How will students be selected? 
Parents will have the opportunity to express interest in having their student attend the 
new academy.  Depending on the amount of interested students, a lottery system may 
need to be used. 
 
Will there be forced participation? 
No one will be forced to attend or work in the AIM Academy. 
 
What if a parent has two different students on different schedules? 
We will communicate all calendars (traditional and balanced calendar) to families 
upfront.  Since the AIM Academy will be an option for parents, it would be their 
responsibility to make decisions based on what they know works best for their family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

	

How will this work with staff and their own child’s schedule?  
We understand that the AIM Academy is not a viable option for everyone.  We will 
communicate all calendars (traditional and balanced calendar) to staff upfront.  Since the 
AIM Academy will be an option staff members choose on their own, it would be their 
responsibility to make decisions based on what they know works best for their particular 
situations and schedules. 
 
Will the building have air conditioning? 
Yes.  Fairmount has air conditioning. 
 
How many students will be recruited? 
We are hopeful that we would have enough interest to have 2 classrooms of students at 
each of the grade levels PK-6. 
 
How many teachers are interested in this? 
We have anecdotally heard from many teachers who are already interested and some who 
may be interested but need more information.  We are currently working to determine the 
exact level of staff interest. 
 
What happens if students want to leave the AIM Academy? 
Students would be able to transfer to their home school for the following school year. 
 
How can I get more information? 
Informational meetings have been scheduled at each of the PK-2 and 3-5 buildings.  The 
schedule is as follows: 
 
Allen:   December 5 at 2:15 pm  Mason:   November 30 at 9:30 am 
Belden: December 5 at 4:00 pm  McGregor: November 29 at 8:45 am   
Cedar: November 29 at 4:00 pm  Schreiber:  December 12 at 4:30 pm  
Clarendon: December 4 at 10:15 am Stone:   November 30 at 4:30 pm 
Dueber: December 5 at 1:30 pm  Worley:  December 12 at 1:00 pm 
Gibbs: December 7 at 9:00 am  Youtz:   November 30 at 4:30 pm (AT STONE) 
Harter:   December 13 at 4:15 pm  McK Downtown Commons:  December 14 at 5:30pm 
 
Additionally, you can contact your school principal, or visit our website at 
www.ccsdistrict.org and click on the AIM Academy FAQ’s under the Parent Tab.  You 
may also submit questions by email to balanced@ccsdistrict.org. 
	
 


